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Sandy Creek Robbers 
In Short Time 

Tlsree Armed Uobbeu • 

Get $1000 Atbrive-in 
Gro. Tues. Afternoon 

It took only 37 minutes 
from the time notice was 
broadcast of an armed 
robbery at Sandy Creek 
Drive In Grocery on 
HlRhway 90A two miles 
e*st of Sheridan at 4:25 
p.m. Tuesday lor officers 
in this and Wharton 
county to have three 
suspects in custody and a 
siceikble amount of cash 

Captain James Brookfl* 
Jr. and deputy *Lupe 
Villareal headed toward 
Nada on Highway 71. 
Ea l̂e Lake police officers 
and highway patrol units 
and other ofHcers set up 
roadblocks on other 
roads in the area. 

At 5:02 p.m. a Depart 
ment of Public Safety 
highway patrol unit 

and cliecks recovered. 
P. R. Hancock, who is 

e<H)wner of the drive in 
grocery with Jimmy 
Jones, reported to the 
Colorado County sheriffs 
officers that three young 
Mexican nrules. two with 
red bandanas on their 
heads and one taller one 
without, came into the 
store to purchase some 
,22 caliber shells. One of 
the men was required to 
give his name, address 
and driver's license num 
ber upon purchase of the 
shells. 

The three men left the 
.store, but returned at 
4:25 p.m.. according to 
the statement Mr. Han 
cock gave to the Colorado 
County sheriffs depart­
ment. One of the men. 
identified as Guadalupe 
Overra. 19. of RotMberg. 
went to the drink cooler 
and brought a six pack of 
beer to the counter. At 
that time, another of the 
men. identified as Rujelio 
Macias. Jr.. 20. of 
Richmond I he had given 
his name, address and 
driv^is license number 
lo Haftcock upon pur 
chase of the .22 shells 
earlier) walked behind 
tfle counter and pushed 
Mr! Hancock aside. Guer 
ra reportedly pointed a 
.22 caliber pistol at 
Hancock informing him 
that, "this ain't no toy." 

The third male, identi-
.fesl.V Jesitt. AffWlHtJl. 
also of Richmond, tried to 
open the cash register 
but was unable to do so. 
Macias ordered Mr. Han 
cock to open the cash 
register and to lie on the 
floor, where his arms 
were pinned behind his 
back and the pistol held 
to his head. 

Take Cash and CiMeks 
The men then cleaned 

out the cash register and 
grabbed a Columbus 
State Bank bag contain­
ing about SI.000 in cash 
and checks which was to 
be deposited in the bank. 
After the three men left, 

"driving eut on Highway 
90A toward Altair in a 
1974 blue Ford. Mr. 
Hancock quickly called to 
Eagle Lake police depart 
ment since Sheridan to 
Elagle Lake is a local call. 
City manager T. J. Smith 
received the call by 
telephone and he in turn 
notified the sheriffs 

tnwttt and aU offi­
cers in the area, within 
five minute* of th« time 
of the robbery, to be on 
the lookout for the car. 
Further information WM 
radioed by the city radio 
and throttigh the sheriffs 
department M it develop­
ed. 

Three auto units from 
county sheriffs depart­
ment reapooded imme­
diately. Deputy K M 
Holland went to the 
Sandy Creek drive ia 
grocery to ftther iafor 

County spotted'the car 
going south on Highway 
71, four miles north of El 
Campo and the officers 
stopped the fleeing ear 
and apprehended the 
three men, without'riMis-
tance. 

Aggravated Assault 
Brooks and Villareal 

went to El Campo and 
ICeotinued on last page) 

CityOK's 
Dip at End of 
Partridge Ln. 

fij^tvyVotingi Expected 
School Elections Saturdaif Mm 
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Consolidated Fund 
Set New Record 

The 1978 Consolidated 
Fund Drive collected 
$11,850, announced Gene 
Brown at the First 
National Bank and Dr. 
James W. Stansel, Fund 
president and drive 
chairman, setting a new 
record. Last year's cam­
paign collected 110.719. 
making both the 1977 and 
1978 Consolidated Fund 
Drives go well over their 
goals and breaking mo­
dern day local records for 
the fund. The goal for the 
1978 drive was $11,845. 

"The Eagle Lake com­
munity does 'care' and 
showed it by 'sharing' 
again in the 1978 Con­
solidated Fund Drive," 
said SUnaeL "Our thanks 
are extended to all those 
in the community who 
helped this year's cam­
paign by giving of their 
time, talents, and flnan-
cial contributions. The 
Eagle Lake community 
ha9 every reason to feel 
proud of a job well done 
as a^ain a strong com­
munity spirit and concern 
made the Consolidated 
Fuhd a success. We are 
indebted to the personnel 
of First National Bank 
for their help and use of 
facilities as the Fund 
campaign headquarters. 
The' HeaHIigM was in' 
strumental in the success 
of the campaign by 
helping tell the commun­
ity what the Consolidated 
Fund is all about and 
nuking everyone aware 
of the Fund Campaign." 

He added. The Con 

solidated Fund requires 
the help and talents of 
many dedicated people 
for it to be successful. 
After all, the ConsoK-
dated Fund is people 
helping people. The fol­
lowing organizations 
came forward and pro­
vided the workers need­
ed to make the Fund 

jCoaUniied oa last pagej 

Sosa, GonzBlet 
FundStatUi^ ^ ^a^' 
At First N§t1 Bank ' 

The Eagle Lake city 
council, in session Tuee-
day night March 27| 
approved the const 
lion of % cement dip 
the south end of Par* 
tridge Lane, near the ' 
Heritage House; in hope*;̂ . 
of alleviating some of the 
drainage problems and ^ 
road damage that has 
occurred in that area. 

The decision for the 
improvement comes two 
weeks after hearing num­
erous complaints from 
residents on that road 
who attended the coun­
cil's meeting March 13th. 

At that time Mayor 
Elmer Struss told the 
group that the cost 
estimate of complete 
renovation of the road 
would be obtained and 
considered at the coun­
cil's next meeting. Tbo' 
figure, presented by "• 
Dean and Keng Paving 

Lake, Garwood ""̂ "̂  

School Bd.Poutioii8 

Positions on the Rice 
Consolidated Indepen­
dent School District from 

. Eagle Lake. Garwood 
•and' Sheridan will be 
filled by voters in the 
Rice District in the 
annual school trustee 
election to be held this 
Saturday, April 7th. 

Voting will be done in 
the district in three 
locations with the polls 
open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Absentee voting 
ended Tuesday with 25 
ballots being cast. 

Voting will be done in 
Eagle Lake at the Eagle 
Lake Community Center; 
in Garwood at the 
Garwood elementary 
school; and in Sheridan 
at the Sheridan elemen­
tary school. 

Contests are listed on 
the ballot for Positions 1 

Co. at the meetingyi'(Eagle Lak^ and Pos 
Tuesday amounted to/lition 2 (Garwood): but 

Weimar Girl Dies In 
Traffic Accident Sat 

An eighteen year old 
Weimar High School 
senior, Emilia Wanjura of 
Rt. Weimar, was killed in 
a tragic one-vehicle acci­
dent on FM 155 three 
miles north of Weimar 
at 3:30 a.m. Saturday. 

The accident occurred 
in Fayette County and 
was investigated by High­
way Patrolman Don Sta-
vinoha of S<;hulenburg. 

Miss Wanjura was 
driving a 1974 Chevrolet 
toward Weimar when she 
apparently fell asleep and 
the car struck a sloping 
guard rail on a bridge 
over a creek and rode 
down the rail for 94 feet 
and then left the railing 

and was airborne for 
another 55 feet before 
hitting a concrete abute-
ment on the other side of 
the creek. The car landed 
on its top in about two 
feet of water and Wan­
jura was pinned under 
the vehicle, partially 
under water. A passen­
ger in the car, Jean 
Hartensteiner. 15. also of 
Weimar, managed to 
crawl out of the vehicle 
out of a back window, 
inspite of a broken lesr, 
a broken nose and also 
severe cuts and bruises, 
and up the embankment. 

It was reported that 

(Coatinued on last page) 

$32,824.65. According 
the estimate, the bii 
portion of the total wou 
go for the acquisition 

IContiaued oe Iwt page) 

trust fund has been set 
up at the First National 
Bank in Eagle Lake to 
help with the medical 
expenses of the three 
local persons seriously 
injured in a. recent 
automobile accident be­
tween East Bernard and 
Rosenberg. 

Those wishing to con 
tribute may send their 
donation to the First 
National Bank. P. 0. Box 
215. Eagle Lake. Texas 
77434 or drop it by the 
bank during banking 
hours. 

According to family 
ineinbe», Hehw Sos« 
remains in intensive care 
in the Hermann Hospital. 
Daniel Sosa and Julie 
Gonzales have been pro­
gressing nicely and are 
now recuperating at their 
homes. 

Ag. Sec. Announces 
1979 Crop Provisions 
Deepite Rumor Of 
Further Cliu«eefai 7 9 

~-4ImtMl States Agricul-
ture Sectary Bob Berg-
land has issued the 
following provisions and 
decision which will be 
in effectfor the 1979 farm 
profram dispelling ru­
mors "that the Adminis­
tration is planning furth­
er changes later this 
year." 

According to Daniel 
C.Streckfus. County Ex­
ecutive Director for the 
County office of the 
Agricultural Stabiliution 
and Conaervation Service. 
Secretary Bergland has 
issued the following pro­
visions to be in effict ia 
1979:-

1. Set-aaide and volun­
tary diversioa proviiteBS 
remain unchai^ . TUa 
means that t h m will be 
no 1979 eet »M» er 
voluntary diversion for 

rice and upland cotton; 
2. Soybeans are not 

permitted on the set-
-aside or v^untary diver* 
sion. Harvesting and 
grazing restrictions on 
set-aside remain unchan­
ged; 

3. Price supports and 
target prices remain 
unchanged; 

4. The reserve is dosed 
for the 1978-crop barley, 
corn, sorghum, oate and 
wheat but ia open for 

Water Bonds 
At 5.63% Int. 

Eagle Lake City Coun 
cil. in a special session 
last Thursday night, 
approved the sale of 
$300,000 in revenue 
waterworks bonds on an 
earned interest rate of 
5.635068%. 

Underwood Neuhaus & 
Co.. Inc. of Houston was 
the low bidder on the 
sale of the bonds which 
were approved by the 
voters in the city last 
February for the drilling 
of a new water well. 
erection of storage and 
pumping facilities. Total 
interest under the issue. 
based on a thirteen year 
retirement program, 
solely from revenue from 
the water and sewer 
department, will t« 
$146,290.01. provided the 
issue is not paid off prior 
to the thirteen year 
schedule. 

Five other Arms offer­
ed bids for the purcha.se 
of the bonds and includ­
ed: 

Dean Witter Reynolds, 
Inc. of Dallaa, 5.6625% 
earned interest rate and 
total interest of $146, 
942.52; Rowles Winton 
Div. (rf Cowen & Co. of 
•Houston. 5.726518%, to­
tal interest of $148,603. 
13; Rotan Moale. Inc.. of 
Houston. 5.77553%. total 
interest $149,875.00; Fir 
St National Bank of Eagle 
Lake and C. A C. 

Lavo Brisco. a candidate 
for re-election in Position 
3 {Sheridan) is unoppos-

Voting is expected to 
heavy with consider-

le interest being shown 
candidates and the 

rs in the forthcoming 

Body, Found In River 
Last IVeefr, Identified 

g position one 
assigilbd to Eagle Lake 
are the incumbent Bill 
Appelt. who is seeking 
his second three-year 
term on the council, and 
Arthur Anderson, a for­
mer board member for 
three years. 

Cecil Alton Smith, 
currently president of 
the board of trustees, is 
seeking re-election to 
Position 2 assigned to 
Garwood for a new 
three-year term. He is 
being opposed by Billy 
Hefner, a newcomer to 
school politics. 

Appett is a-locah 
businessman associated 
with J. F. Miller Ford. 
Inc. and has insurance 
business interests; and 
Anderson is a prominent 
rice farmer and rancher 
in this area. 

Mr. Smith is also a rice 
farmer and rancher in 
the Garwood area and 
Mr. Hefner, a former 
Rice high school teacher, 
is also engaged in rice 
farming and ranching. 

The lone candidate for 
the Sheridan position, 
Mr. Brisco. is a rancher 
and businessman and is 
completing his tenth year 
en the Rice CISD board. 

A body found in the 
Colorado River last Wed­
nesday has been identi­
fied by Colorado County 
sheriffs office but cir­
cumstances leading to 
m death are still under 
investigation. 

At 10:24 p.m. March 
28th. Leon Berger <rf 
Columbus reported to the 
sheriffs office that while 
fishing in the Colorado 
River he had discovered 
a human body approxi­
mately two miles south of 
IH-10 in the Colorado 
River. The Columbus 
Volunteer Fire Depart-

driving off in a Ford van 
which belonged to one of 
the men he worked with. 
The van was recovered 
under the east river 
bridge at the Columbus 
city limits the same day 
it was taken. The van 
was hot wired by the 
owner when it was 
learned that the key was 
not in it and the ignition 
was changed by the 
owner later. There was 
also approximately $123.-
00 missing from the glove 
compartment of the van, 
according to the sheriffs 
department. 

1978 rice; 
5. Producers may ex­

tend 1978<rop wheat 
loana for six months; 

6. Interest rates on 
facility loans and eqmp* 
ment increaae to 10.5% 
for applications filed Mar. 
22 or later; 

7. Interest rates oo 
1979 crop commodity 
loana will be anaounced 
later. 

8.1978 rice daAeieMy 
payoMut rate ia $.0071 
per pound. 

Southwest of HoQstae. 
5.969162%. total interest 
$156,418.76; and E. F. 
Hutton A Ca of Hous­
ton. 6.015174%. total 
interest $156,008.76. 

The City Council is due 
to open bids for the 
drillinf of the water weU 
and for storage aid 
pumping eqiupuMnt at 
the regular meeting of 
the eouadl at 7:80 
Mit Tuaaday 
April lOth. 

tfyJeflFnka) 
Bill Appelt appeared 

before the Eagle Lake 
city council, in session 
laat Tuesday nIghVMarch 
27th, and presented for 
consideration a retire^ 
ment plan that couM be 
adopted by the dty in 
behalf of city employees. 

Appelt, appearing at 
the request of city 
councilman Gene Baker. 

Eresented a |dan on 
•half of the Amerieaa 

Taeehwe Uk lasuraaea 
Company., of Hoostou. 

B^wr. who for aoeM 

nrient was contacted^nd None of these happen-
they ^^''fr^ed ^ t o ' t h e ^ i , ^ were ever reported 
location where the b o d y ^ , . ^ enforcement offi-
of a young white male ^ers. The key found in 

the drowned man's 
pocket fit the van door, 
and the othej key on the 
ring fit the gas cap of the 
vehicle. It was believed 
at that time that the 
body recovered from the 
river was that of Michael 
J. Lippencott, 19 years of 

(Ceatimied on hst pegd 
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Final Pet 
VacdnaVon 
Qf/iJc TTiufs. 

The third and final 
Rabies Vaccination Clinic 
sponsored by the City of 
Eagla Lake, will be hekl 

5th 
p.m. m the 

pofice stetion on Post-
<rffice Street 

Reaction to the first 
two sessions has been 
fair with 50 dogs and cate 
vaccinated on Mar. 22nd 

was recovered from some 
shrubbery in the river. 

The man was pro­
nounced dead at 1:15 
a.m. the morning <rf 
March 29th by Justice of 
the Peace Mary Ordner 
of Frelsburg. There was 
no identification in the 
subject's pockets and the 
only itoms found were a 
motel door key and one 
Ford key with another 
key atteched to the key 
ring. A check of the 
motel room revealed that 
another person was re­
siding in the room; 
however, the roommate 
had not been seen since 
Friday, the 23rd of 
March. 

It was reported he was 
last seen on that date 

City Council Hears Discussion ^vmX,. Apni 
fran 5 to 7 p.m. in 

On Retirement Insurance Plan 
decision oo adopting a 
pension plan for the dty, 
will not get a chance to 
give his approval in the ^ ^ ^ . ,̂ _̂  ,j^ ,,_ 
matter. The councOiiuar^'"**. •f*^A""''^*'^ 
did not file for re-electioo m«ke tbrtotal veednated 
and the new council wiU ««• ' • « « » « m corn-new 
be sworn in at the next 
session. 

Baker did, however, 
bring the isaue before the 
dty and a dedakm ahould 
be made at ita last 
meeting in April, aeeord-
iaq to Mayor Elmar 

IthMheeBUM( 
af the ceuMfl thai 

the eounefl to make a 

piiaaee with dty ordin-
ancestotal 106. 

Cohimbus veterinarian 
R H. Potter of 
willbe on 
Thursday to 
thi rahiaa vaodae. City 

wiU aaaiit ia 
the 

The coat of 
and rsfiitration ia $4.00 
paranimaL 

Al pot ownarsare 

Elect3Coiuidlmen 
From Slate of 7 

A field of seven 
candidates for three 
two-year positions on the 
Eagle Lake City Council 
is expected to draw 
heavy voting in the city 
election to be held this 
Saturday, April 7th. Polls 
will be open from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. in the council 
room of the Munieqtal 
Building in downtown 
Eagle Lake. 

The slate of seven 
candidates includes two 
incumbent cooncilmen. a 
former council member 
and four newcomers to 
dty politics. Veteran 
councilman Alvin ' W. 
Kohleffel will be seeking 
his tenth term on the 
council and Roy Dean 
Van Nort his third. The 
third incumbent. Gene 
Baker, is not a candidate 
for re-election. 

Others listed on the 
ballot will be: Wilfred 
Luedecke. a former coun­
cilman; Nelson Isenhow-
er. Mike V. Duarte. 
Ralph Truly and Bryan 
A. Toucheck, Sr. Speee-is 
provided on the ballot f» 
write-ins. if desired. 

A Md diseesaaoa «• 
each candidate, in the 
order in which they are 
listed on the ballot 
follows: 

Luedecke is a local 
businessman and owns 
the W.C.L. Construction 
Company, specializing in 
metal building construc­
tion; 

Isenhower is a promi­
nent rice fanner in this 
community; 

Truly is associated 
with Hanly Realty of 
Eagle Lake; 

Kohleffel is also a 
prominent rice farmer 
and also owns a busineaa 

.Itere. the Rice Padca^s 
Store; 

Van Nort is associated 
with Gulf Coast Oilfield 
Contracting and allied 
businesses and also oper­
ates a realty agency; 

Duarte is employed 
with the Postal Service 
as a Postal Cleric here; 

Toucheck. a former 
sheriff's sergeant in this 
county, operates a busi­
ness here, the Thrifty-
man Stetion. 

Urge Year Vote 
The candidates urge 

citizens to go to the pdls 
this Saturday to east 
their ballote and express 
their preferences on the 
three candidates whom 
they wish to have 
represent them on the 
council for the next two 
years. 

Absentee voting ended 
on Tuesday with 13 
ballots being cast 

Terms of Mayor Efaner 
Struss and City Couaciĵ  
men Jimmie Cash aad 

^iif FaiiisuuiyuvertMi 
year. 

urged to have their dofi 
aad cate vaedaated a-
g ^ M thia dreaded dli-
eaae. They remiad that« 
number of eoBflrw|| 
caaaa of rabiie have bitti 
reported aaiQeg ikaam 
killed or foaad d M i | i 
tUaareailBetliwtw^ff 
the year. 
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